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COME now finally to take my leave of this dignified ſta 
A. tion, and to quit this ſeat of high honour, having been ſo 
fortunate as to have carried into execution, during the ſhort time 
I have fat here, moſt” of thoſe plans and purpoſes for the ad- 
vancement of the true intereſts of the e ; for the augment- 
ing and ſecuring its revenues; and for the adding freſh 'vigour 
and ſpirit to its operations and proceedings; the accompliſhment 
of which was wy AO oe _— to take this 
charge upon me, — 

Bur, Gentlemen, before I-dpert, 1 myſelf bound i in 
duty to render to you ſome account of my _—_— and to ex- 
plain more fully what hade been my vie. 10%; 20080 

. In the firſt place; 1 had obſerved, that, for « with time, in 

nence of a v of circumſtances, the revenue of the 
bow had fallen ſhort of its due amount; and unleſs cer- 
in neceſſary pr were adopted, was likely to do ſo more 
more every day ; which would greatly controul and embar- 
raſs the whole body, with regard to any uſeful and noble un- 
dertakings that might be propoſed, for the advancement of ſei- 


bliſhment. Ker 8 
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i regulations, therefore, have been propoſed, adopted, 
and digeſted; and are now ſolemnly confirmed by the 4 of 
your Council. 

In the #om-places—it had long been obſerved, and greatly 
lamented, that a certain degree of /anguor attended the proceed- 
ings, at the weekly meetings of the Society; and that, in con- 
ſequence thereof, a dark cloud of diſcontent and reſerve ob- 
ſtructed thoſe beams of light, and thoſe lively, animated eom- 
munications of ſcience, on the ſupplies af wich, not paty the 
proſperity, but the very exifence of ſuch a learned N as = 
Society does moſt obviouſly depend. 


Ap yet all this was occaſioned, merely for want of the a 
ſervauce of a few forms ; and for want of excrciſing that power, 
given by our Charter, and our ſtatutes, of appointing a /uffcient 
number pf veceflary and proper officers, for the conducting and 
carry ing on the buſineſs 1 the meetings, with aQivity ed cf. 
eie 7 rpg y 

Forms and ceremonies, Geutlemen, are undoybtedly, of 
themſelves, in the eyes pf wiſe men, but trifling things; and 
of ſmall import ; but nevertheleſs, as connected with, and cone, 


ducting, and arranging, the management of all the affairs of . 


life, they are perhaps of more real utility to the world than even | 
the greateſt abilities, or the moſt conſummate knowledge : . and 
the welfare, not only of this Society, but of all human fociety 
whatſoever, depends almoſt entirely upon the due obſervance. of 
them, —We live in au age, wherein we have had (in the world 
at large,) too ſad experience of this great truth :—and in our 
own leffer corporate capacity, we have long luberes, for waut 

of due attention to this matter. 
Now, therefore, certain forms and ceremonials, 88 
to the election, and admiſſion of . d and with regard to 
the 


* 32 Wn 
the mode of attendance, and the teſpective emplorments of your 
officers ;—with regard to the proper compliments to be paid to 
thoſe who communicate papers and _memoirs, or pieces of an- 
tiquity for inspection ;—and with regard to ptoper marices of all 
nds to be given to the Society ;) have been adopted and deter- 
mined \ upon by your Conncili—and; that there may be no mit. 
take, or omiſſions, for the future, all cheſe regulations, cage 
ther with certain others, are digeſted? fi one egy e 
and printed; and are ordered to be delivered to > every A 
ta every ſucceſſive Member of the Council.” M 


Au whereas pur worthy and eee 75 5 
has, long 1 Jang, had alone, and withgut any aſſiſtance, 
guing taſk, not ouly of. kecging the Bopks of the Society 5 
making all the Minutes, but alſo of Reading all the Papers 1— 
(after returning due thanks to Rim for all 11 palt labours; and 
after having, by your cotcurtence, obtained the/appointiment' of 
another jaiut Secretary ro fir at. the Tuble; both Tot the man tust. 
ing the more effettiatly the Digtuty of tile Yoritty, and for the 
better e carryi 0 0 its buſineſs) y our C6uncif: Rave determines, 
. that Henceforth the” Schlot Airy Hunt otily matte the Mil 
nutes, and take all the route of of iin yl. Him; and - 
that, the department of the retary alk be, conſtantly 
to read both the, Tra aud whatever” Papers" are. hat befbte 
the Society. e ag * in! 
; „ be more i elt and vigppr to to all your Tavelligatians 
of the Science ot Antiquities,; and to carry on all your reſearches + 
with greater ſpeed. 3 Your Council, in conſequence of the Power 
you, have veſted in them, have not only appointed ove able 
— (Mir. Carter);,, but alſo a moſt ingenious, and ex - 
cellent coadjutor, and joint aſſiſtant, Mr. Sanders; that you may 
never ' be deg the Power of n the Membriat of 
B 2 | | Whatever 
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remains and appearances of things, one with another 
cannot, Either i in the contemplation of Hiſtorical Subjekts, d 


| nuance of theſe” Hr, and the means of To n 


1.6.3 
whatever Antiquities are re ſubhecded 10 7 your inſotcn, #68 
at all deſerving to be. recorded. TA 


Mewoniats, which I am perſuaded will be #46" vtmoſt 41 "ory 


portance to ages; both becauſe, merely for want of ſuch 


notice being taken of them, many fragments of former tines, | 


- pregoant with information, are almoſt totally unknown; and 
becauſe all re concluſions of Science myſt depend upon the 
collection of a variety of facts; and upon comparing 


the works of Antiquity, any more than in the contemplation of 
the works of Nature) be deduced, with ſufficient fewer from 
any one fingle obſervation or appearance.” ' __ 


7 * 


Tu Society Collection of Drawings, therefore, thus 2 and 


carefully preſerved; will, I truſt, in time to come, be of no ſmall © 


uſe, towards the elueidatiou- of that-moſt important part of hi- 
tory, that relates to the progreſs of Arts, and of Science, and 
of Civilization And when it comes to be. 


oſt honour to this illyſtrious Body, and to our, Country. | 
ALL theſe regulations, and new eſtabliſh ments, 1 have had the 
hovour, as 2 fingle Member of this 3 with t Joint af- 
fiſtance of a much reſpected Council, to bring forwards ;. and to 
have ſeen carried into execution; during my in my pre- 


ſent Office; of which, but tot the fake of effeing theſs par- | 


poſes, I have ever deemed myſelf moſt unworth 7. 


frequently referred | 
to, will both give riſe to many curious diſquiſitiqns ;. and do 


Bur, Gentlemen, all this were Rill but little z did 1 not, in 


ly the cduiti 


the end, endeavour, moreover, * to ſecure 


mill greater. 5 4 
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| has I could preſome to make uſe of. 8.2% 
* Now czeated Earl of Leiceſtes.. 


32 gy * a 4 " F 
. —. wow no gry h %‚ o’ww nar ren — — 7 — 
* * 


- + —_ * W „ 7 
. * 
- = 


c * 1 
Axpo whilf, by the favor, of our ado Grazinus Kingaod 
Patrou, we. are ſant ed herri on the moſt veſpodtable e ſtab lich man 
that a learned bod can h plboed 3: E truſt: h: advancing fo. no: 
ble aud nei poctabls a prrſon to the hend of the. Sci y W 
ſtilb farther find ſuch an inctrafe of hond / in the e mation af 


alt the: world; an ſuch an inbrenſe oi ne und activity: vo pro- 
mote: the ends of your inſlitution-3 that the great benefit of 
forming ſuch chartered- neorporatigns, fot the advancement of 
ſcience, wilt at lengtli-be folly: and univerſally undarfivod; and 
the utility and dignity. of the Society be raifed to ſuctt an height; 
that its luſtre, in the eſtimation of all mankit ad, will, in pro- 
portion, as much tranſcend that with which it. has hitherto - 
appeared, as the preſent fate of ſcience ſarpaſſes' the fad condi- 
tion wherein the world was held. in the 725 s, of dark ig no- 

rance. ; 


Ars.) Gentlemen, .L-canyot nk, Woes b 1, Vols 


ſufficiently -diſcharged. my; duty; even by thuß regamracuding 
a new and iYuſtnious Preſdeut: ( I muſt return moſt ſinnere, 


and: cordial thanks (in whicli L am ſure you ill joini wich me) 
to our worthy friend Mr. Topham, who (through a fervent de- 


firs to promote the beſt intereſts of the Society) has voluntarily 
taken upon hide che- trouble, ou my firſtcapplication, ' of be- 


coming your Secretary, during the · interval bt en tlie adopts 
ing of tho newei regulations and St. Gebrgeis day und has been 


indefatigable, boch now, as well as heretaforey: inihis/ endeavonts 


to make: full enquiry into the ſtatt of youm finances; and: to 


deſigu and arrange, an effectual mode of ſattlingyoue aceaumnte, 
and; of preſeruing · tho utmoſt ING 109y yy 


ing-them —— '> ear een 


| e , S OY 1 i } f / = A 
— » $973 iN; ” > Y JL I i # # 
3 | 3 Is 
, , 0 ; a 
* * 


49 1 

Hts tiny Kipdetler Figo we guss, Lind, db Bet per- 
mit him to have Leffe tb ebtivwe this afhſtuhce; in the famd 
corffpicuous ſtatiou i und. tharefors, - 15 Mas. ae ie, vhat 
He muſt ow refigh kis vier; bat, ii che Lame time, ſtill 
wing to bo effoftunily uſcFol to the Soniety, he han prevailed 
upon à tat wortliy ν able member df o bad, to: c 
fotth, | cexdily, tb nodentake this important aſſire, (on the du 
ellecution of the duties of which, 4 great pat gf our, future 
praſpecity-depentls} »-- im. eee theo my {0  periopal 
knowledge 40 uf h great anerit, gest leaeuiag. and carneſt 
ral t prornote the Science of Antiquities, I venture ta recom- 
mend to 0, en the hobuſe lift; ag At future: Secretary, The 
Gentleman 1 have che Robor to name, gn th occaſion, is tho 
Rev. Mr. Brand, oredtor of St. Mary: Hill. and, Ai to, his 
gracs. the duke af Northumberland, in t room. o Hr. Percy 
nbw biſhop of Dremore, -— And, L ganuet but obſerve; that, 
r 40-vogy neantdereble, gh. 
emo|ument-can;de ng aj? io. any, papa, af ſuch reſpeRability 
as It e us, to. have the, aſhſtapce of i and. chat mo: 
thing but chat noble enthafiaſm of; aizity, high, is the moſt - 


.  neodful and effe&tual thing of ell others, 10 promote. the, ad: 


vancement of Science, could induce any — a is wowed 
to 125 forth * the Pb 


y + 1 ber. vo, 1 yr oil qtſemen, befo 22 
10 9 0 5,10 YOu, 19 ED A rad : 
natpr of 5 
Sane mate oben leaving eee, be ave e been 
elizauged from, the lledy of antiquities, by. abſerving, what they 


call, Ale dull unnd. punſuits of certain Antiquariaus,, who 


ar contiuualiy ſearchiug amongſt fubbiſh, and bringing to 
light, in a wonderful manner, all the blunders of p Lk ages 3 
Without 
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without aiming at any, one pſeful. end. r- H ud, other, nen, (r- 
haps of ſſounder judgement) are equally eſtranged, pu the other 
hatul, o by beholdiug. with!deſeryed, indigyationy;: the, faſtifdioug, 


| pett condoitꝰ of choſe, ho affect a depree of teſſnement, which 


they believe, and, hope, the reſt of the world. cannot,; compre, 
hend; and whoſe only view it ib, to be ablehto look down, 
with'an air of ſuperiority, and contempt, on the. want of taſte; | 
and of all elegant ideas, which they fancy they perceive. in all, 
except themſelves; whilſt chey id6lize the works of remote an 


tiquity ; and do mankind the honor to ſuppoſe, that there are 


do beings, now living, hardly worthy to era wl upon the face of 
the earth. Vet the prejudieęs of both kind of obſervers might 
be removed ; and Both theſe ſetts of Antiquarians, might be- 
come highly uſeful, if their purſuits were but-once rightly mo- 

dified and directed. For as, on the one hand; the diligent re- 
ſearches of the former claſs, will furuiſi the world with ample 
and aſzful matetials, to become acquainted with the true and real 


ſtate of mankind, in different ages, and in different oountries; 


ſo the nice diſcernment of the latter, will enable the world to 
ſelect, and to avail themſelves, 'of the benefit of every the ef 
exertion of art, and of ſcience, in every "86s n * 88 of 
the earth: and nothing will be loſt. 


Oun forefathers, in the earlieſt n were many of them 
perſons of vaſt abilities, and of wonderful induſtry: and they 


deſerve our juſt admiration aud applauſe z as they certainly did, 


in their day, carry many arts to the higheſt degree of perfec- 
tion, which thoſe arts were, in their reſpective kinds, capable 


of. But many mote arts, perhaps more noble, and more valuable, 
remain ſtill to be cultivated: and; by God's good providence, 
no doubt! men of great abilitzes will . be . Ps who 

4 | will 
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2 N bre, whild they cu. the bedetit o6ahabeovival, vH 
wühlt er wlugian impröwd thnist oui pee gb trist 
op nadugittes, farſtliemoble' purpoſe, okcenitivatingeproperly; apd 


_ hadarning\thewhloitareation) 
| {tthe-dendeſtbac:phy}oh; moofiv zl) I; , 1.ciguos!? 


res, Metesbrefl hivlWiti be! diy, e og · d 
- cutious work of Antiquity ; and to profit” thereby: 
" # vain admiration of their excellence; depreſs dur ſpitits; or 


nnn energy of foul, hat 'hould ledd ur to exce//. 


Wot to 7d df if pptobation of that Viindueſs and error, in 
the inidif of, and fl conſequence"of Which, mas) Heeg curi- 
ou ecken of art were a WE 20079 n en 
Fon fame, let it hot that whilſt we 0 not equa? 
their excellencies, we 
' infirmities; or i d to yive the Teaſt dene ie een 
. Mats Dewalt og AIR: 36 (tent on ti ode at fd 
Lr me ventute, to beben that the great 5 e 


putts of this Society ſhbuld/cver be; to bring truth to light} — 
to devellop the true hiſtory bf man j to ſhew the gradual pro- 


| — through ſucceeding ages ; to ſhew | the various eb- 
and flowings; of alb theſe/exertions and to aſcertain the 
hand of Providence, in the whole progreflive work. 
. 9 that\miſropreſentations and falſe- 
| hoods may fade away t and that, at laſt, -mankind may know 
what math is; and what the bef' improvements. of human art, 
and ſcience, really are : and enjoy the benefic of botb- Bl 
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. „Au mn Goolemei: of this. Seukidy; permit ms en your 
15 Prgfident, to bid you a laſt adieu. May proſpority, und honor; 
. attend you, on this preſent eleftion ; and in all your unillerrale 
5 inge; for a long ſucceſtion of ages; when T'Chall be u . | 
put ſhall be aumbered with your late whom 


$ though I mention //, I cannot eſteem leaf; and whoſe neal; 
I and ee he n. ger . an ee 
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